
Unit 6: Judicial Branch 

Grade Level: 11 
Unit Name: Judicial Branch 
Pacing 3 weeks 

9-12.GV.3.GS.C 
Analyze the unique roles and 
responsibilities of the three branches of 
government to determine how they 
function and interact. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.3.GS.D 
Describe and give examples of how the 
constitutional principle of checks and 
balances limits the powers of government 
and leaders. 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.3.GS.E 
Explain how the Bill of Rights and 
subsequent amendments limit the power of 
government, protect individual liberty, and 
provide for equality under the law. 
 
 
 

Learning Targets: 
⮚ I will explain the structure of the Judicial 

Branch. 
⮚ I will explain the dual court system 
⮚ I will explain the difference between civil 

and criminal cases and how the legal 
process works at various levels of 
government. 

⮚ I will explain how Supreme Court decisions 
affect the other branches. 

⮚ I will explain how the principle of checks 
and balances affects how the branches 
function and interact. 

 
⮚ I will explain how the principle of checks 

and balances affects how the branches 
function and interact. 

⮚ I will give examples of how the legislative 
branch checks the other 2 branches. 

⮚ I will give examples of how the executive 
branch checks the other 2 branches. 

⮚ I will give examples of how the judicial 
branch checks the other 2 branches. 

 
⮚ I will explain how the Supreme Court used 

the Bill of Rights and subsequent 
amendments to limit or expand 
Constitutional freedoms 

⮚ I will define and give examples of 
incorporation 

Supporting Standards:  
 

9-12.GV.3.CC.C 
Trace the significant changes in roles, 
powers and size of the three branches of 
government. 
 
9-12.GV.3.CC.D   
Analyze the changing relationship between 
state and federal governmental powers.   
 
9-12.GV.4.CC.A 
Trace the changing power relationships 
between branches of the United States 
government over time.   
 
9-12.GV.4.CC.B 
Analyze changing ideals regarding an 
“active judiciary,” an “active legislature” 
and an “active executive branch” in United 
States government over time.   
 
9-12.GV.3.PC.B 
Evaluate the intended and unintended 
impact of government decision-making on 
individuals, groups, and society.     
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.A 
Create and use tools to analyze a 
chronological sequence of events related 
to a study of government. 
 



 
 
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.C 
Develop a research plan, identify 
appropriate resources for investigating 
social studies topics, and create and 
present a research product which applies 
an aspect of government to a 
contemporary issue. 
 
9-12.GV.1.CC.E 
Analyze the causes and consequences of 
a specific issue tied to government as well 
as the challenges and opportunities faced 
by those trying to address the problem. 
 
 
 
9-12.GV.1.G.A 
Create and use maps and other graphic 
representations in order to explain 
relationships and reveal patterns or trends 
about government.  

⮚ I will identify key Supreme Court decisions 
and their impact on individual freedoms 
and equality under the law 

 
⮚ I will develop a research plan. 
⮚ I will present my research product. 
⮚ I will identify appropriate and reliable 

resources. 
⮚ I will create a research product using 

resources. 

 
 

⮚ I will analyze the causes and effects of 
(specific issue). 

⮚ I will analyze the challenges and 
opportunities of addressing government 
issues. 

 
 
 

⮚ I will create (graphic representation) of 
information about government. 

⮚ I will use (maps) to explain patterns and 
trends of government. 

 
 
 

 

9-12.GV.1.CC.D 
Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling 
questions about government, determine 
helpful resources and consider multiple 
points of views represented in the resource 
 
9-12.GV.1.GS.A 
Analyze laws, policies, and processes to 
determine how governmental systems 
affect individuals and groups in society. 

 

Big Ideas: 
 
The judicial branch interprets the 
laws resolves disputes between 
parties. 
 
The primary function of the 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
 

What is the role of the judicial 
system in our democracy? 
 
How are federal, state and local 

Vocabulary: 
 
jurisdiction 
exclusive jurisdiction 
concurrent jurisdiction 
plaintiff, defendant 
original jurisdiction 
appellate jurisdiction 
judicial restraint 
judicial activism 



Supreme Court is to resolve 
disputes and resolve conflicts so 
that federal laws and state laws 
uphold the US Constitution. 
 
 
 

courts organized? 
 
What influences how the Supreme 
Court selects cases, decides 
cases and interprets the US 
Constitution? 
 
What restrictions, if any, should 
be- and are- placed our 
Constitutional rights and 
freedoms? 

precedent 
writ of certiorari 
docket 
majority opinion 
concurring opinions 
dissenting opinions 
Amicus curiae 
Criminal court 
Civil court 
Grand jury 
Stare decisis 
Rule of four 
brief 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


